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liPIiH To ExPlaln
BHmB Man is a victim of moods that is, every man
HNSl'l m who is not a crank or a fanatic. Perhaps the
Wmm-- m terms "crank" and "fanatic" are in their last an- -

BjJ n alysis interchangeable. At any rate, to the gen--

Hi eral run of laymen, such are persons of one idea,
Blwl!li and that idea is so persistent in its reappearance

2Wf If as to crowd out nearly all others and to excite
Htl&ttn tlie wrath of tlie seneral public who, against their
BSi&llgl volition, are kept stumbling over it much as one

JljR stumbles over newly-plowe- d and wholly unhar- -

m., rowed iiield of a dark night, and on a spot where
1 W ill a road has long been open to public use. Now,

R jiiHl being neither a "crank" nor a fanatic, I am, ac--
Pj Pj 'W cording to my own generalizing of the race, a be--

K i'll J I ing of moods. There is therefore a perpetual war- -
jltli 1 fare etween tlie pesseraistic and optomistic emo- -

mfi'llilll tions that pervade me, and if I am to do any wrlt--

BH I ing must even te as the mood directs. When,
Hllifwff therefore, I have succeeded in doing some one, I
BwliwI slia11 be the "Ptomist"; on tne other hand, when
Km jf ' if some one shall have succeeded in "doing" me then
BfiitiifiwI am tlie "Pessimist." Those who have the pa- -
Hfa l 8 tienc to pursue these lines to this time may as
K'Hllw wel1 learn that 1 have beon "dne" tnls Past week

'I and "done brown." Hence these ebullitions.
Il'lj faj M The Mardl Gras Fences and Poles.

RlfT I H When the city through its officers gives per--

filffi 1 b mission for the use of a portion of some thor- -
RfiriiH m oughfare in order that the building of some struc- -

ture may be carried on without danger to the
public or delay to the contractor, it may be well
to ask what other privileges go with the grant?

ijji In every case near the business center, where
the street is partly enclosed for building purposes,
a fence is erected and the fence is covered with
glaring and disfiguring signs. Such a thing would
not be tolerated when the building is completed,

B'f''liro and wy e owller the ground, or the contrac- -

rinN Hi tor wliei1 granted a privilege that protects and
Mm ! :';' Bf saves him and which inconveniences the public,

L ! ! KS should presume that he is also accorded the right

mJ '' B to offend e sight is not generally understood.
Mwi ''4 I mm

"Ant tbs also cas attenton to tne defacing of

IJtf ffl building roofs with circus signs; though this is
Bi2L:jli&ISfi not BO mucb a violation of public favor as the
KfBHiff $X giving of permission by the street railway, or the
IHk igl electrice light, or the telephone, or all three com- -

IIHfi IfJ panies for the hanging of Buffalo Bill Wild West
HflHij I show bills all over the center of the business
HHp p streets, using the public franchise as a means

Hfj 'ml of getting advertising or other moneys out of
the circus. It is fair to presume that in granting
franchises there was no thought of an advertising!gj bureau being operated under it than that it in--

i J eluded the right to put mustard plasters on bald

njf l heads for the purpose of curing heart disease.
HBii if And it should not be allowed. Clearly there
JHjj I j must be a gain in it, or it would not be practiced.

! 1 JU If therefore the streets are to be used as a means
HV' ? K for displaying posters, and this too at the offense

K B of the eyo and the direct inconvenience of the
HRlf 3 ' public, the profits should go to the city or a

H8fj. II reasonable amount of them.

Hi ' m Father Keenan and the Bailies.nji nBR SI ( Few things have proven so thoroughly dis- -

mHI I! II graceful to the press of Salt Lake as the course
H H pursued by the daily papers relative to Rev.

HHfl m ! Father Keenan of the Catholic church of this
Wf W

t
city. A temporary disappearance by him, due

IN!!!'! m to PhysIcal disability which affected him men- -
Hl JH tally was the subject of scare head lines and

BBtiinP ' articles which suggested to the imagination a
H9Mfa ! field for conjecture so wide that the most debased

HnKllH !' mind could revel in it in unrestrained debauchery.
HHbH Here was no public man in the ordinary sense
HHHh I ojt t116 word. His life was to his church and to

IHHBj bis parishoners. These had no unkind suspicions
HIHIBK to cast forth; but that a semi-sensatio- n might be
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worked up through the sanctity of a former life
that it was intimated had fallen prey to a too
common disease, these harpies pounced upon the
hoped for putrid carrion and spread it before a
sniffing community that read, and piously sighed
and chuckled. What to these purveyors of hu-

manity's sewage did it matter how complete the
wreck that might be made of the life of a man
whose head is whitening with ripening years and
good deeds?

This Father Keenan, even had he given way
to the influence of intoxicants, had not paraded
his deformity before men. No common brawler
or saloon bragger, or beer lusher had he shown
himself. Then where the public concern about
the man? His name was of use to the papers
only as they could debauch it and destroy his
character and his labors for good among a few
who held him dear out of the infinite multitude
that cared not what became of him save as it
gratified their unholy lust for sensation.

I have known the press of this city for many
years, but never have I known it to make so
palpable a display of its love of social sewage
as in this case. God help the young if such are
to be their monitors, and such the palladium of
their liberties.

Joseph Smith of Nauvoo was a Mason When did
God Change His Mind President Joseph Smith?

While President Joseph F. Smith is inveighing
against secret societies, his opposition did not
go to the extent of ignoring their existence or
failing to seek for a favorable impression among
their membership. About the time of the Elks'
convention in Salt Lake vast number of Pythian
Knights passed through the city on their way to
California. And a committee of fifty members
of the Mormon church was delegated to show
visitors the sights, hand out literature, and im-
press (as favorably as possible to the church and
its doctrines) those who came within the circle of
their duties. The selection of church members
for this duty was made from among clean and
capable men and women, they were stationed at
eligible points and refused to accept any reward
for their services. But it was worthy of note that
no copies of President Smith's diatribes against
secret organizations were among the literature so
profusely distributed gratuitously by hand unre-
warded pecuniarily.

And yet I don't know that he is not right in
principle, though the attitude of such a man on.
such a subject is what gives the pessimistic turn
to the whole affair. I can understand why a
man should inveigh against all secret bodies there
are solid reasons for opposition apart from all re-
ligious considerations but why the head of one
of the most complete secret organizations existing
should himself raise his voice against ALL secret
bodies gives one to pause and to wonder at the
man's nerve or stupidity and what the light in
which his denunciation of secret societies will be
viewed by members of the secret church organi-
zation of which Mr. Smith is the head would
prove very knotty were not all doubt removed
by past experience of the abject servitude of that
membership.

The fact that Mormons ally themselves with
other secret bodies as well as with the Mormon
church would suggest to a well meaning man
who had a very common kind of common sense
that the members of his secret body did not find
in his organization all their nature's crave for;
and that, therefore, they have been compelled to
go outside to satisfy themselves, and such a man
with such a very common kind of common sense
would undertake to give in his own society that
which men's natures called for. But Mr. Smith
is not that kind of a man. So he proceeds to
denounce all, either in the hope of disguising the
fact that the Mormon church is a secret society,
or because he is too ignorant to realize the value
of the words to which his organs of speech give
utterance. It may seem an act of charity, but it
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